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Poverty line in India is usually associated with a calorie threshold . This calorie  threshold 
approach suffers from many problems. An alternative revealed preference based approach has 
been provided by Jensen and Miller (2010). In Jensen and Miller approach, the staple calorie 
share reveals whether a household is calorie deprived. We use this approach to estimate the extent 
of poverty in India. Though our poverty estimates are extremely close to the Tendulkar Committee 
estimates for the urban sector; for the rural sector our estimates are considerably less compared to 
the Tendulkar Committee figures. We also find remarkable rise in urban poverty between 2004-05 
and 2007-08 by our method. 

 
For further details, including copies of working papers, please write to: 

 
Research, Conference & Publications Office, 

IIM Kozhikode, IIMK Campus PO, Kozhikode 673 570, Kerala, India 
 

Phone:  (91)0495 2809238 
Email:  rcp@iimk.ac.in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1   Assistant Professor, Economics Area, Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode,  IIMK Campus  PO, Kozhikode– 673570,  kausik@iimk.ac.in. 
2   Undergraduate Economics student at the Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur. 


